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INVOCATION
THE RIGHT REVEREND GEORGE CRAIG SIEwART,
Bishop of Ch.cago

ALMIGHTY GOD,

Father of all
Thy children of whatsoever nu'
or creed, and who host revealed
Thyself to us in love and mercy as in
Justice and truth through Thy Dear
Son. We who are made in Thine image
acknowledge before Thee our faults,
our mistakes, our wilfulness, our disobediences. We have left undone things
that we ought. to have done, and we
have done things that we ought not to have done, and we have
strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. Increase in us, therefore.
the spirit of charity and of mercy toward all our brethren who
have offended against Thy law and against the laws of their
country.
Bless, we beseech Thee, the Governor of this State, the
Director of Public Welfare, the Superintendent. of this institution, and all her associates. Bless all the women of this State
who have joined in making it possible to dedicate this day this
institution for the redemption of human life, and give to us and
to all men everywhere increasing light to know life, and give to
us and to all men everywhere increasing light to know Thy divine
will, and increasing strength to perform the same so that we may
realize the dignity of our manhood and womanhood and to enable
us to offer with greater sincerity that prayer which Thy son has
taught us to pray.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it Is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil for Thine is the Kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever, Amen.
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ADDRESS
FRANK D. wHIpp.
Supennfendent of prisons of the State of I ILrso.s.
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E are here today to dedicate a

living monument to the women
of Illinois. If a comparison of
the number of men and women in our
state penal and reformatory institutions is a criterion, it would indicate
that the women of our State are approximately 94',4 , better in character
than the men. The fact that women
constitute only 6% of our penal population, and the general population of the State, as to sexes, is
almost equal, is a record that is a remarkable tribute to our
maternal ancestors.
The prison and reformatory population, including St. Charles
and Geneva, on November 1, 1931, shows 11,961 inmates, of
which 715 or 5.98'4 were women and girls. It also shows 11,246
or 94.02% men and boys. The population of our penal and reformatory institutions, as of November 1. 1931, compared with
the 1930 census population of Illinois, for both men and women,
shows that there are about 29 men to the 10,000 general population of the State in prison compared with about 2 women incarcerated.
The institution here dedicated is a monument erected
through the untiring effort of the Women's Clubs of Illinois,
ably assisted by the women on the Reformatory Board of Advisors, consisting or the late Mrs. John Chadwick of Tuscola,
Mrs. John Mason of Aurora, and Mrs. William Lewis of Chicago.
Associated with these good women were two prominent men,
Mayor Frank Doyle of East St. Louis. and Judge Charles G. Briggle of Springfield. The general plan of the institution was conceived by Mr. Brandon, Director of Public Welfare, who devoted
considerable time to the details incident to building the plant. He
deserves great credit for his support and advice in organizing the
reformatory. The State Supervising Architect, Mr. C. Herrick
Hammond, the Associate Architects, Hewitt, Emerson and
Gregg, of Peoria, and the very able architectural and engineering
staff employed also deserve credit for the very important parts
they took in the construction work.

in this laudable undertaking of creating the institution and
erecting the buildings and selecting the site for the institution,
Illinois will be benefited in the future by the very substantial
and suitable institution established. Money has not been spared
to make this a complete and modern plant for the reclamation of
a very small percentage of the women of Illinois. who have been
so unfortunate as to be the victims of society. No man can
criticize what has been dune here toward an effort to do something outstanding for our sisterhood, for, in many cases, it is
the sins of man that is the direct cause of our wayward girls
and women. However, it must not be lost sight of that some
of these girls and women are solely responsible for their own
condition and, in certain cases, contribute to the delinquencies
of men.
It will be the aim of the management to carry out the provisions of the law in regard to adopting a system of educational
and vocational instruction, including useful trades, domestic
science, light forms of agriculture, and stock raising, and also
proper recreational facilities,
Governor Emmerson, through his wisdom and foresightedness, when he came into office, had the vision to see that Illinois
needed an institution of this kind and the citizens of Illinois
should thank him for this generous support in bringing about
b t
the establishment of this splendid and wonderful reformatory:.
This monument for women is equally as importanta g those
erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution and dedieated to the pioneer mothers, located along thee ational Old
Trails Road. running through twelve states of the Union. These
monuments depict a strong, rugged woman wwith
.th babe in arms
and a small boy clinging to her skirts. Eachhasan inscription
reading "Madonna of the Trail." The
t monuments are an expression of an appreciation of generations for sacrifices made by
the pioneer mothers of America. L '14' h en we think of this great
project. let us also be reminded
what the Women's Clubs of
.
fohave d onefor
posterity at Dwight, because the creation
of this institution in a majority of cases, means returning unfortunate girls and women to society, clean, healthful,
and with
c
haracter roconstructed.

The people of Illinois, with their wonderful understanding,
are proud of the women w ho created
this institution.

DEDICATORY ADDRESS
LOUIS L. EMMERSON.
Ccrarnof of the Stare of Nino*

T is with a feeling of pride that the
State administration views the accomplishments of the past two and
one-half years, in its efforts to improve
conditions in the prison and charitable
institutions of Illinois. I believe that
feeling is pardonable, in view of the
progress which has been made, and I
am sure that all of you share with me
in that sense of elation in a work well
done, and in the feeling that in the construction of the Dwight
Reformatory for Women, we have passed another milestone in
the work of prison building and penal administration.
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The history of prison administration is a record of darkness, and only in recent years have we added a number of heartening chapters to the sordid story.
Prisons in the early days were not regarded as institutions
for punishment of those who transgressed against the laws of
society, and trampled on the rights of others, but merely as
places of detention for men awaiting trial, or for those unfortunates unable to meet their financial obligations. The idea of
punishment does not seem to have entered the minds of ancient
rulers in connection with prison sentences; for punishment was
expressed more often than not, in the stocks, scourging, beating
with rods. the knout, the wheel, the rack, the thumb-screw, the
iron boot, mutilation, walking over hot coals, branding, the
whipping-pest, the treadmill, the galleys; or in countless other
ways none the less horrible.
And yet, in the prisons of not more than a century ago, conditions constituted a punishment. far out of proportion to the
crimes for which men were incarcerated. Almost without exception they were dark, foul. dirty dens, not only poorly ventilated, but deprived altogether of fresh air, The wretched
victims, unfortunate enough to be imprisoned, were dependent
for food upon the caprice of their jailer; water was denied them
except in the scantiest portions; bedding was of') uted straw;
and idleness, neglect, filth and squalor, coupled with unthinkable
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cruelty, broke the souls of men and enacted a horrible toll of
cracked minds and bodies, to whom death was welcome as an
escape from starvation and oppression.
The first sentiment for prison reform came from England
in the seventeenth century, when the investigations of John
Howard stirred public opinion to a burning point, as he pictured
the horrors of prison life of that day. And yet reform itself was
slow, and the darkened cell, in which the rays of sunlight never
penetrated, and was still the favored form of punishment in the
early 19th century; while just before the civil war, prisoners
wore masks, sat in separated pigeon holes at chapel, and endured
other mistreatment—unthinkable under our present system of
prison management.
The aim of modern prison administration is two-fold; first,
to impose a punishment somewhat in proportion to the crime;
and, secondly—and more important—to reform the prisoner by
education and humane treatment, as opposed to methods of
torture.
We have made great progress in the past twenty years, in
the problem of balancing punishment and reform; and out of
our study has come the realization that attempts to build a new
type of prison administration is seriously handicapped by the
old style of prison architecture.
Modern penology recognizes that the average county jail is
almost the last place in which a woman should be incarcerated,
It recognizes, further, that the State should never place men
and women prisoners in separate parts of the same building.
Much of that sentiment is traceable to the efforts of the
various women's organizations of Illinois and sister States,
which for years have been slowly educating the public to the
need for prison reform—especially in relation to women.
Some years ago, the organizations and interests, which you
women represent, secured an appropriation from the General
Assembly in the sum of $300,000 for the construction of a new
woman's reformatory, which would embody the advanced principles you had in mind. When I became Governor, I found
that, while the money was still available, no steps had been taken
toward putting into operation the plans for a structure which
would relieve conditions as they were at that time. I immediately appointed an advisory board to work with the Department
of Welfare in mapping out plans for such an institution.
This structure which we are dedicating today is the answer.
It has been constructed at a cost of $850,000, while in the next
few days contracts will be awarded for a semi-security unit,
which will bring the total expenditure to $1,000,000. If beautiful surroundings, orderly training, and kindliness can overcome
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the effects of bad breeding, environment. and adverse mental
conditions. Dwight Reformatory will send those women
come under its care, back into society far better equipped for
useful citizenship, than when they first passed through its doors.
This institution is only one of many in the State, which has
received more than ordinary attention during the past few
months. By the close of the present administration, $20,000,000
will have been expended in a general program of rebuilding our
charitable and penal institutions. That program will give every
ward of the State a suitable place in which to sleep. It will return to those in mental darkness the recreation and medical
rooms, which were taken from them to provide dormitory facilities. And coupled with the administrative progress which has
been made in the penal Institutions, it presents the opportunity,
wherever possible, for every man and woman, who has transgressed the laws of the State, to eventually return to society with
an increased probability that the necessity for incarceration will
not recur.
That program of construction has been carried out in such
a brief time that it has set a new record for institutional building. And in the thoroughness of planning, in efficiency gained,
and in reasonableness of cost, it has set a standard that is unquestioned. In all that vast program there is yet to be a hint
that the State has not secured full value for every cent expended.
More than any other institution in the State designed for
incarceration, this new structure proves a relaxation in its general absence of steel bars, and in its lack of prison atmosphere.
It is a great forward step, and one which we would gladlywork
forward to in all State prisons.
And yet, as we improve conditions and extend reforms,
cannot and must not forget that, beautiful as it is, it is fnoeves
nn ithee
wlella fundamentally a prison, doing as it does, a- prison's work.
While the outward evidence of restriction has
d been reduced to a
minimum, restrictions must still prevail;
doubtless, some of
those incarcerated, will still harbor a smeonult,tering
d
sense of resentment against society and the State, because society has insisted that they pay for infractions invo l ving the common welfare. In the management of suchhan iltitution, we cannot forget that it is not a Sunday and only as the
prisoners,
through co-operation with the management, show their
willingness to improve their own condition, can additional privileges
he extended to them.
Discipline must and w illGILmait
ntained at all costs. It must
be fair and just, but fiers.
ci
ness to suppress individual desires ttizenship is based on willingand passions, when the common good makes it necessary. Until those entrusted to the care
of the State prisons and reformatories learn the lessons of
discipline, they have not indicated an ability to again take their

place in the walks of man. In extending additional freedom,
through the lessening of restrictive provisions, the State is making no admission of weakness in its ability to properly handle
those assigned to its custody for corrective purposes. Rather,
it is extending the hand of helpfulness to those, who, by their
response, indicate their desire to be helped. There can be no
compromise with crime, but we may temper justice with merey.
The problem of providing adequate prisons, and sufficient
employment, to occupy a portion of the time of our penal population, is an increasing worry to the State. Commitments to correctional institutions have increased by leaps And bounds, until
today we have 10,500 men and 200 women in custody of the State,
Approximately half of the State's share of the general property
tax is expended by the Department of Public Welfare in maintenance and operation of prisons and other institutions. We
need to study the cause of crime, to remove those causes where
possible, and to return more rapidly to society, those who demonstrate ability to resume the obligations of citizenship. To work
out a system by which such results may be obtained without at
the same time encouraging crime, is a problem that must engage
the attention of penologists and civic-minded leaders for the next
few years.
In closing, let me again express my appreciation for the efforts of the women of Illinois in behalf of better citizenship, better government, and all that these things imply. Illinois was
among the first states of the union to extend the privilege of
complete citizenship to its women-folks. Their contribution to
the life of the State, has more than justified that expression of
confidence. They have encouraged the expansion of our school
facilities, demanded and secured important public improvements,
encouraged the extension of health measures, and interested
themselves in the hundred and one other problems of citizenship.
It has been my privilege to name a number of them to important
state positions, requiring executive ability and complete honesty.
Without exception, they have more than measured up to the
trust placed in them. May I urge that you continue your efforts
--not alone in encouraging penal reforms, in which work many
of you have shown great foresight, but in all the problems affecting the welfare of our great commonwealth,

RESPONSE TO DEDICATORY ADDRESS
MRS WILLIAM EDWIN LEWIS.
Chairman, Illinois Women's Correctional Board
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HIS is a very great day for the
women of Illinois. For sixteen
years they have stood shoulder to
shoulder irrespective of creed or color
or political party in the honest endeavor to persuade the State of Illinois
to care for her delinquent women;
women whose terms were spent in
county jails where because of their
Drrintat
equipment there was no opportunity
for classification, or study, or training.
It was the desire of the women of the State that we should
have a State institution where these women could be sympathetically studied, trained, and disciplined in an effort to restore
them to wholesome womanhood.
Not only this generation, but the generations of years to
come will have cause to be grateful to you and to those men—
your Director of Public Welfare, and your Superintendent of
Prisons, who have so ably carried out your wishes.
The dream that the women have dreamed and struggled
for has come to realization—through these buildings and through
you
Your Excellency, from their hearts, the women of Illinois
thank you.
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HISTORY OF ILLINOIS REFORMATORY FOR
WOMEN OFFENDERS
MRS JOHN T. MASON.
Board of Advisors. OakdaTe

Ch3irtnjn,

STATE OF ILLINOIS has
been confronted, as has every
other State in the Union, with the
problem of the county jail and its results with prisoners, and how these
results react upon the community at
large.
The women of this State were
particularly interested in the women
and girls confined in the county jails,
and as far hack as 1914, were studying the problem. They became
satisfied that the county jail was properly named a "School for
Crime." Realizing that most prisoners are not kept for life,
but are returned to society, the problem seemed to be how best to
protect society from people returning, in the vast majority of
cases, more poorly equipped physically and in a more destructive
state of mind than when first sent to jail.
iliE
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The truth of some of our old proverbs is often found to furnish the basis for success in many of our enterprises and probably
none more truly expresses the experiences of the women of Illinois in securing the Women's Reformatory, than the following:
"If at first you don't succeed, try, try again." The women's
organizations without distinction of race, color, creed or political
: differences, asked for the opportunity as far as possible to rehabilitate the woman offender of the State. This was not a
plea. It was a humane and practical appeal. In 1919 a bill providing for the establishment of a State sanitarium for females
above the age of eighteen whose offenses are punishable by confinement in the county jail or workhouse (the Department of
Public Welfare to establish the rules and regulations necessary
in the management of the institution) was introduced as Senate
Rill No. 225 by Senator Kessinger of Aurora and House Rill No.
325 by Representative S. P. Roderick of Chicago and was passed
withou t any appropriation, being therefore valueless. During
the sessions of the General Assembly in 1921. 1923, 1925.
women
knocked at the doors of the Senate and House. without receiving
a friendly word of welcome or encouragement regarding finances.

Having observed that organization was most desirable in securing results, in 1925 was organized what is known as the Illinois
Women's Joint Legislative Council, which includes twelve statewide women's organizations, representing over three hundred
thousand women. Knowing that concerted action was necessary,
in 1926 a committee composed of statewide organizations was
formed and was called "A Committee for the Care and Training
of Delinquent Women." The "State Committee on an Illinois
Reformatory for Women" was an outgrowth of this committee
and was composed of the following organizations:
Illinois Juvenile Protective Association
Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs
Illinois Federation of Business and Professional Women's
Clubs
Illinois League of Women Voters
Illinois Women's Trade Union League
Illinois Congress of Parent-Teacher Associations
Illinois Federation of Farm Bureaus, Domestic Science Dept.
Illinois Republican Women's Clubs
Illinois Federation of Colored Women's Clubs
Illinois Christian Citizenship Council
Illinois Club for Catholic Women
Illinois Vigilance Association
Illinois Young Women's Christian Association
Chicago Church Federation. Woman's Department
Chicago League of Women Voters Forum
Chicago Women's Aid
Catholic Women's League Protectorate
Chicago Urban League
Chicago Woman's Club
Council of Jewish Women
Englewood Woman's Club
Immigrants Protective League
National Council of Jewish Women, Chicago Section
Rogers Park Woman's Club
Social Hygiene Council
Travelers Aid Society
Women's Church Federation Protectorate
Women's City Club
Winnetka Woman's Club
Winnetka League of Women Voters
Woman's Protective Association
In June, 1926, the above organizations and the women members of the General Assembly wired the Governor and the Department of Public Welfare asking for an interview, which was
granted, resulting in the Administration agreeing to co-operate in
drafting a bill, which included a three hundred thousand dollar
appropriation.
The bill provided for the detention, care, training, education
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and reform of women, so that women committed may be classified and properly grouped, and their occupations and training
may be diversified; also to include proper hospital and clinical
facilities and provide a system of educational and vocational instruction, including useful trades, domestic science, light forms
of agriculture and stuck raising; and proper recreational facilities.
Any woman of the age of eighteen or over convicted of the
violation of any law, whose sentence or commitment is for six
months or more shall be committed by the court to the State
Reformatory for Women_ The bill also provided for a Board
of five Advisors, three women and two men, whose duties are
to advise with the Department of Public Welfare in the selection
of a site, to make recommendations as to architecture and arrangement of buildings and improvements, and style and character of furnishings and equipment for the institution, and make
recommendations in the matter of the appointment of a Superintendent and other officers—to visit the Reformatory at least
twice a year and investigate the grounds, buildings, and equipment and treatment and condition of women committed, and
report to the Department of Public Welfare after each visit, its
Findings and recommendations.
The bills known as Senate Bills 91 and 92 were introduced
by Senator Barr of Joliet and House Bills 160 and 161 were introduced by Representative G. J. Johnson of Paxton. In securing the passage of the bills, there were as many objections offerred to the bills as there were members of the General Assembly; opposition because it was an attempt of Chicago to unload
their girls on the State, that the women were responsible for
building an epileptic colony that was not needed, and that there
were no women arrested in their districts. The passage of these
bills was made possible by the women of the State standing
solidly together—the women at home interviewing their Representatives each week-end, and the women members of the General Assembly at Springfield meeting some new objector or objection each day, with never a dull day. The bill passed the
Senate with a unanimous vote and the House with one hundred
and seventeen votes for, two against, and one voting present, on
June 22, 1927. The Advisory Commission was not appointed
until the election of Governor Emmerson, who
) named Judge
Charles Rriggle of Springfield, Mayor
Fr . Boyle of East St.
Frank
Louis,
uis, Mrs. John Chadwick of Tuscola, who was a most efficient
and faithful member during her lifetime,
m and whom is greatly
missed by all, Mrs. William E. Lewis of Chicago and Mrs. John
T. Mason of Aurora,
Being convinced that the site must be near the center of
commitments, a survey was made to sixty
the location, and
the present site of one hundred
of which fiftyfive acres is a grove of burr oaksan
, was selected, because
beca use of loco_
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tion and beauty. The State has been most fortunate in having as
architects, Mr. Hammond of Chicago and Mr. Hadley of Oak
Park. with a vision of designing buildings suitable for the surroundings. There are now completed eight cottages, the Administration Building. the Industrial Building and the service
buildings; and the farm buildings outside the group. The keynote of the institution is classification.; classification as to social
background, mental and physical ability, and the moral max*
of every inmate who enters. The most important factor in
achieving a successful institution (and an institution is successful only in proportion to the number of unfortunates it returns
to the community as law-abiding citizens) lies in securing a
Superintendent with wisdom, experience and personality. lit
Miss Helen Hazard of Illinois was found a leader with the desired qualifications—a graduate of Columbia University, having
Reformatory experience in Pennsylvania, New York, and Connecticut, and with the Federal Government, as Assistant Superintendent of its Reformatory at Alderson, West Virginia—a
woman of poise, personal charm, and power: young enough to
have retained her enthusiasm, old enough to know what life
has meant to the pathetic womanhood cared for in this Reformatory which is a most valuable asset.
On November 24th, 1930, Miss Hazard and our Doctor Eva
Wilson opened the doors to receive the first girls. The reformatory became at once a laboratory and a school—Doctor, Paychiatrist, and Social Worker co-operating in the study of each
individual case to ascertain if possible the contributing causes
that prevented a normal adjustment to society, and this done,
they try to develop the individual according to the possibilities
they find in her. Not always does the first prescription succeed
and many remedies must be tried before any perceptible change
is discerned, always keeping in mind the fact that s hr should
be in a position to earn an honest living at the time of her parole
or discharge.
Believing that idleness is a contributing cause for the un-

rest and discontent so prevalent in institutions, the policy that
has been approvedprovides for eight hours of work or school
six days a week. After a careful study of the desires and ability
of the inmate has been made, she is assigned to the type of
work that will best prepare her successfully to take her place
in the community upon leaving the institution. Everyone is
given a certain amount of training in the usual household duties.
The commercial laundry offers an excellent opportunity for those
adapted to this work, hand laundry being part of the training.
The industrial building includes space for power sewing machines,
with opportunity for hand sewing, mending, fancy work and the
factory type of sewing. The garden of twelve acres, the care of
the flowers and shrubs, the care of 130 sheep and two thousand
chickens and the farm work provide the outdoor work so bene-

ficial to certain groups. Home economics and canning form part
of the program of work.
Certain hours each day are assigned to educational work,
the aim being that everyone must learn to read and write, with
some mathematical knowledge. If there is a desire with ability
for advanced educational work, opportunity will be given. Health
lectures and religious instruction form part of the educational
plan, believing that any plan for reformation that disregards the
religious education as an essential need, must be doomed to
failure. Both a moral and spiritual awakening is an important
factor in any form of human rehabilitation.
Recreation consists of current events, community singing,
=vim dancing and other entertainments and in the summer
months baseball, volley ball, croquet and horseshoe pitching.
The utilities provide for a population of over three hundred.
Later there will be added another industrial building, a hospital,
and an assembly hall and other cottages.
Each inmate has her own room with bed, dresser, rocking
chair, and closet—eats in a dining room equipped with small
tables and chairs—a cheerful living room with fireplace, and enjoys a sunporch for the leisure hours. Desiring that each cottage
should carry a message of encouragement for service to its occupants in addition to being a temporary home, the cottages have
been named after the following women who have given some outstanding service to their State or Country: Frances Willard,
Ella Russell Chadwick, Katherine Hancock Goode, Elizabeth
Seton, Clara Barton, Ella Flagg Young. Sarah Lincoln, Grace
Dodge. and Jessie D. fodder.
The warders of the cottages are selected under Civil Service
according to the standards established by the Federal Woman's
Prison, which were accepted by the Illinois State Civil Service
Commission. This adds materially to the efficiency of a grou
of intelligent sympathetic women working unitedly to substitutep
happiness for misery.
In response to the best and most intellig ent
. public opinion,
Illinois, with the world. is becoming '"prison-minded" and is taking her place in solving the part correctional institutions play
in the rehabilitation of the anti-social person. tiThe helpful spirit
and co-operation of the in tes is most gratifying.
fying. The long
term commitments are welcomed, as it gives a greater
opportunity to equip them physically, mentally and morally so that they
may find a satisfactory place in the community. We appeal to
tthhe women doifseInllati
Illinois togivethe
h
same loyal united support to
e women rge fro
m e Reformatory that was given in
f mt
securing the institution.
We wish to express our great appreciation to Rodney Brandon, Colonel Whipp,
and Mrs. Mary Silvis. for the loyal support
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and resourcefulness and the farseeing vision of the Department
of Public Welfare and the co-operation and generosity of the Administration. all of whom have given moral and material assistance in this golden opportunity of creating an institution
where inmates use their time, and not serve time, where opportunity for classification is provided and where, with health restored, we believe the recidivist will become a decreasingproblem, and also to the women of the State who have brought to
realization a State-owned and operated institution, where delinquent women have the chance, through corrective treatment, to
return to wholesome womanhood,

ADDRESS-OAKDALE
MISS HELEN H. H AZARD.
Superintendent of Oakdale
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T is indeed a pleasure to have a place
on this program representing as I
do the staff of this institution. as
well as the women who have been committed to the institution.
Governor Enimerson, the State of
Illinois has been very generous in constructing such a modern institution
for the care and training of the women
offenders of this State.
The problem of crime is no new problem. Each generation
may bring new aspects of it and perhaps new manifestations of
it, but the problem itself is as old as society. Likewise, the care of
the offender is no new concern. Various methods have been
tried—banishment, colonization, death sentences, and solitary
confinement, but not one of these solved the problem in any
satisfactory manner. Only recently are we realizing that the individual who comes in conflict with the law is not an anomaly,
but one, who through certain innate defects or because of his
surroundings, or perhaps through an unfortunate combination
of both these factors, has been denied the rights which it is
society's duty to see that he is given.
We do not profess to have found the solution of this tremendous problem, but we do know we are following along the
lines which students of the subject indicate to be the most
promising. We are beginning to realize that these offenders
must first of all be treated as individuals; and, therefore, we
have constructed here an institution which lays primary importance on proper classification and individualization of treatment. What our results will be time will reveal. Out of the
thirty-five women who have been released from this institution,
everyone except one tells us that she has been benefited by her
stay in the institution, and all are deeply appreciative of the
fact that having fallen into difficulty they were fortunate enough
to be sent to an institution where every effort is being made
to improve them physically, mentally, vocationally, and spiritually.
How permanent this improvement is to be can not of course
be stated. I want to assure you, Governor Emmerson, and
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friends. that every effort is being made to do constructive work
with each individual woman. You may rest in the assurance that
our staff here is dedicated one hundred per cent to the intricate
problems which are theirs; their loyalty and devotion to their
work is unequalled in any institution which it has been my
pleasure to know.
In addition to this fact we have in almost every instance
the hearty co-operation of the women who are sent here, each of
whom is eagerly awaiting her chance to take advantage of the
privileges which this institution, under your excelent leadership.
is giving to her for the first time.
1 thank you.

ADDRESS
MRS. GEORGE R. DEAN,
Juvenile Protective Association, Chicago

are here to rejoice together in
the concrete realization of years
of dreaming and years of work.
It is a long time since the women
of Illinois first saw the vision of the
institution which we today are so happily seeing with our physical eyes, and
rejoicing in the fact of its accomplishPlanting First Tree.
ment.
I have had considerable experience, extending over a period of more years than I am going
to acknowledge, in working for various public projects, and 1
have never known one that maintained a stronger and more
persistent hold on the interest and active support of our women.
The building of the Reformatory has been largely a woman's
effort, and quite rightly so, I think.
The individual woman and the organized women have really
deeply cared that their disadvantaged sisters should be given a
chance to learn right thinking and right living.
The joint committee did a tremendous amount of work in
educating our people to the modern standards of care for women
offenders. The old attitude of cynicism and punishment has very
largely given way before the newer conception of social justice
through rehabilitation or when necessary through custodial care
with occupational training.
As president of one of the active co-operating organizations
I want to congratulate all upon a fine piece of team work,
superbly directed by our chairman, Mrs. Mason, and her executive committee, and generously supported by many men in public
and private life.
It is so much pleasanter to learn from success than through
failure, so having congratulated ourselves on our own fine work
and advanced social theory, let us proceed a little further in our
inquiry into cause and effect. Let us acknowledge that despite
our well conceived plans and organized efforts, despite our able
leadership and team work, and the help of our many friends—
despite all these—we would not be here today dedicating this
institution on the completion of which we all rejoice—unless we
had had in Springfield an administration responsive to the de-
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veluping standards of a State's social obligations and to the insistent demands of our women that Illinois should take her place
as one of the must progressive States in the rehabilitation of
women offenders.
As Director of the Department of Public Welfare. under
whose immediate jurisdiction the work has been prosecuted,
Mr. Brandon has unfailingly supported the Reformatory Board
and stood only for the best interest of the new institution and
its inmates, frequently despite pressure for political consideration.
Without the approval and support of Governor Emmerson
we could not have gotten far with the necessary legislation and
appropriations nor secured those appointments which were requisite to the successful creation and operation of the institution.
Without this support and approval the joys and satisfactions of today would have been reserved for those who might
have come after us. and the credit for the building of this outstanding correctional institution lost to the present administration.
I have been much interested in looking backward reviewing
in my own mind the development of our sense of social responsibility particularly for conditions affecting the welfare of children and misdemeanants.
The Juvenile Court movement with all its ramifications has
been a development of the past thirty years, and has meant a
tremendous amount of work as our citizens and officials alike
have had to be educated to the modern constructive standards in
correctional work. It has been a varied adventure of success
and failure, trials and triumphs, with bitter and wearing experiences, and some very humorous experiences, and finally a
large measure of real progress and achievement.
In the early days of the Juvenile Court its Detention Home
was run by the Juvenile Court Committee, a volunteer group of
citizens—men and women—and now known as the Juvenile Protective Association. The county and the city contributed to some
extent to the maintenance of the Home though grudgingly and
reluctantly as the responsible officials were not so responsive nor
interested as we could have desired.
At times one's patience was sorely tried and we would balk
at paying an unusually outrageous expense. One instance I shall
never forget as it litTOrded us much amusement as well as much
vexation.
The children were transported between the Detention Home
and the Court in an old omnibus which had been given us by
the county. This was drawn by one small horse—the remnant of
a pair. The bus soon became rather rickety and one day th
driver reported that several boards had dropped out of floc;
and he had nearly lost some of the children. We went to the
county for relief. There we were told that it was a city matter

and . werei. eferred to the Chief of Police. At the end of the first
day s waiting in the outer office, the Chief escaped by a back door,
The second day brought us better luck as we were revived by
the Chief—only to be referred to the Repair Department. As
the bus could not be repaired we were referred to the Construction Department where we were informed that they could do
nothing without the authorization of the Mayor.
Having secured an audience with the Mayor we were told
that this was a county matter and referred back to the County
Commissioners.
After six weeks of futile effort the Committee bought and
paid for a new omnibus. The new bus being too heavy far the
small horse we started all over again—to get a new horse. Finally
the Fire Department presented us with an old horse that had
been lame and recuperating out on a farm. The animal was so
big that when the driver tried to put on the harness the collar
nearly choked him, and his legs were so long and he travelled
so fast that he nearly dragged the small horse to an untimely end.
So finally the committee bought and paid for a pair of horses
and the city gave us a barn four miles from the Home!
The stalls proved to be so small that the horses could not
lie down day or night, so finding that there was nothing else to
do the Committee rented a barn, for which they paid the rent,
We felt that at the very least the city would furnish the
feed for the horses but after three days of waiting and near
starvation for the horses we bought and paid for the feed
ourselves.
The incident ended by the committee providing and paying
for the omnibus, the horses, the barn and the feed.
That was in the days before the suffrage amendment.
Do you wonder with that and similar memories in my
mind, that I point with appreciation to the co-operation and
courtesy extended to the women of Illinois by the present State
Administration.
Our Reformatory is built and equipped, staffed and in operation. In the few months of its career it has achieved the reputation of being one of the foremost character building institutions
in the country and we confidently look forward to its ever increasing usefulness. The responsibility for the future rests,
primarily, upon the Department of Public Welfare, with the
Reformatory Board and Miss Hazard and her staff, but we who
have had a part in the creation of Oakdale,. and especially the
women of Illinois, have still a part to play. Our jj ob is not completed.
Oakdale will continue to need us, as every public institution
needs that which every public official appreciates, the interest
j
and support of an informed public ever watchful and jealous
of
the best interests of the work in hand.
I thank you.

CLOSING REMARKS
THE HONORABLE RODNEY H. BRANDON,
Director of the Department of Public Welfare

S Director of the Department of
Public Welfare I wish to express
the appreciation of the Department to a busy Governor who found
time to come to this dedication, and
to the busy wife of the busy Governor
who graced the occasion with her
presence.
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I want to express my appreciation
for the co-operation of the Women of

Illinois at large for inspiring the State to build Oakdale; to the
leaders of the local community, particularly Colonel Smith and
Mr. Ahern, for the co-operation they rendered in the purchase
of the site and the building of roads; to Representative Johnson
of Ford county for the original introduction of the bill; to
Senator Barr of Will county for the splendid co-operation
throughout the effort; and to the fine people who attended the
dedication and corner stone laying for their presence.
In conclusion. I wish to say "Here, if at all, lies hope."

BENEDICTION
THE REVEREND FREDERICK SEIDENBURG
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EAVENLY FATHER! We thank
Thee for this day and occasion.
Oakdale is a new milestone in
the treatment of man by man, and it
is the divine in us that called forth its
spirit. We thank Thee because we
know this humane experiment will be
imitated in all parts of the world and
Winter.
will bring untold blessings to our weak
and unfortunate brethren.
❑ Christ! Who didst hate sin but love the sinner, may Thy
spirit and example dwell here all days, and sweeten the lives
of keeper and kept. May helpful toil replace cruel labor: may
kind counsels take the place of hard commands, and human
understanding supplant raw revenge.
Holy Spirit of God! Soften our contacts, temper our speech,
mellow our eyes with the love of our neighbor wherever we find
him. Teach us to look beneath the surface, to see there the
person—the soul, the image of God. We ask this of Thee in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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IN MEMORIAM
Oakdale, the Women's State Reformatory at
Dwight. lost a good friend and advisor when Mrs.
Ella Russell Chadwick passed away June the
twelfth. 1931.
Mrs. Chadwick was appointed by Governor

Enonerson on the Board of Advisors for the
Women's Reformatory and during the two years
and a half which she served on the Board, her
executive ability and friendly spirit were outstanding characteristics.
Early in her married life she showed her interest in public affairs. Her home was in Tuscola
where she served, at one time, as president of the
local Board of Education. She was a member of
the Tuscola Library Board for twenty-three years.
During the war she was active in the Red Cross.
She was the first woman in Illinois to be foreman
of a Grand Jury.
Her activities carried her into church, social
and political life, and her interests widened into
state affairs. Always her graciousness, her
ability to co-operate and her desire to be of service made her beloved.
In her memory a building at Oakdale has
been designated the Ella Russell Chadwick
Cottage.
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