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CROP NOTES 
• 

• BY SOY C. BISHOP 
County Agricultural Agent 

Oat Production. 

Few seasons offer  a  better opportu-
nity to check up the different methods 
of osh production, and determine the 
best  means  of producing satisfactory 
oat crops than this season. 

Nearly every  means  of increasing 
the out yield has been demonstrated 
in  Livingston County this year and 
the crop has been produced under  a 
wide range of differing conditions, 
Much of the seed oats were cleaned 
and graded last spring. In  some  in-
stances, however, the oats were only 

cleaned  or  graded. In  a  very few 
cases  the seed was neither cleaned  nor 
graded. Some sowed the larger grade 
of oats, others sowed the medium 
grade, the larger per cent sowed the 
medium and large together. About 
fifty producers treated their seed oats 
with formaldehyde for smut. A few 
sowed less than two bushels of seed per 
acre. Others sowed  3  to  4  bushels of 

-  seed per acre. About  8  varieties of 
oats were sown;  in some  cases the 
seed was plowed, in other cases, single 
disced and harrowed, while  many 
fields  were disced twice and harrowed. 
Some  oats were sown after discing 
and  then disced and harrowed in. A 
large percentage of the oats, however, 
were sown before discing. Most of the 
oats were sown with  a  broadcast seed-
er, but  a  number of fields, well dis-
tributed over the county, were sown 
with  the drill. Some were sown very 
early, others were sown equally  as 
late. Some were sown  on  land treated 

with phosphate,  on  land well manured, 
treated with limestone,  on  poorly tiled 

land,  on  soils low  in  organic matter, 

on  timber soils, acid soils, gumbo soils 
and  many other types. Some borrow-
ed their oats after they  came  up, oth-

ers  rolled them, while most of the 
fields were left untreated. 

A study of these practices  in  oat 

production of most any neighborhood 
in  this county, would result in  valu-
able information for the oats producer. 
Dr. D. Brewer, of Fairbury, had two 
fields of oats this time,  on  timber and 
brown silt loam soil, which averaged 
46 bus per acre of good heavy oats. 
'Most of this land had been treated 
with rock salt phosphate at the rate 
of 1000 bu. per acre. The seed of 
both fields was treated with formal-
dehyde for smut, cleaned and graded 
and sowed with  a  drill. Dr. Brewer' 
practices in out production are highly 
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AN EXCITING NIGHT. 

After the big surprise  our  friends, 
the Johnnies, gave as  on  the morning 
of March 25, 1865, at Petersburg, my 
regiment (the 57th 'Mass) was moved 
up to the breastworks. During the 
Winter we had been In two different 
camps some distance In the rear of 
the breastworks. 

We occupied  a  space at the breast-
works half way between Forts Sted-
man  and Haskell Haskell and the 
100th Pa. were  on  our left and Sted-
man  was  on our  right. The 14th N. 
Y. H. A. occupied both forts, and the 
breastworks all along the line were 
thick with troops. 

Everything went  on as  usual and 
orders were strict We had to hold 
ourselves  in  readiness to fall in at  a 
moment's notice. Most of  no  lay 
down with,  our equipments on, with 
a  loaded gun between our legs. 

I  think  it was  the third  or  fourth 
night after we moved to the breast-
works that two of us, Frank Lowell, 
or  "Fan Dash,"  as  the boys used to 
call him, and I, were detailed to act 
as  lookout at the breastworks.  It was 
about  9  o'clock when Lieut Ide, of 
my company, -  bad  us  take  our  places. 

Be had  me  stand up alongside  one  of 
the brass mortars, and Frank was 
stationed  a  couple of rods to my right. 

Meat. Ide told  me  to keep  a  sharp 

lookout, and  if  I saw anyone outside 
the abatis to fire without warning. 

About 75 yards  or no  in front of the 
breastworks was our picket line,  and 
it was a  common thing for the pick-
ets to  go  back and forth every night 
to their camps after wood, water or 
rations, and I thought the Lieuten 
ant was giving  me  strange orders. 

MEN  OUTSIDE  THE  ABATIS. 

Some time that night  I  saw four 

men  and  a  Corporal  or  Sergeant  com 
in sight. They were walking quit 

lively along  a  path outside the abatis 
The path led up  to a  gap in the abet 

- for four rods to the right of wher 
- Lowell was  on  the lookout. 

The  men  were out of my sight I 

an  instant, and passed Lowell gain 
down towards Fort Stedman. The 
had time to get to the breastworks 
when Lowell yelled: "Oh, chicken, di 

you  see  those men?" 
Notice to Advent.... 	I  answered that  I  did. 

All copy for change of advertising 	"Why didn't you fire?" he asked. 

must be in this office Thursday to in- "They are  some  of our own men," 

sure appearance in that week's issue.  I  answered. 

We trust all  our  advertisers will bear 	"It doesn't matter who they are," 

this in mind in the future. 	 said he. "Our orders were to fire  on 

DUSTIN 8: Hornimou• anyone we saw outside of the abatis." 

commendable and his results show 
that they give big paying returns. 

Robert Brunskill, north of Pontiac, 
had a field of oats which yielded 57 
bu. per acre. Mr. Brunskill has main-
tained  a  high percent of organic mat-
ter in this soil. He has also treated  it 
with phosphate. His seed oats were 
treated for smut, carefully cleaned 
and graded. The sowing was done 
with an oat drill. In fact, Mr. Brune-
kill neglected  no  opportunity to lift 
his yield of oats Into the top notch 
class. No  one  of these commendable 
practices pursued by Mr. Brunskill  is 
responsible for his comparatively 
high yield of oats this season, but all 
of them have contributed substanti-
ally to this large yield. 

Mr. A. T. Cunningham, of Chats-
worth. -has  a  field of oats which is  es-
timated to make between 40 and  50 
bu. per acre. These oats were sown 
with  a  drill  on  thoroughly prepared 
land, only  1  315 bu. of seed was used 
per acre. -Mr. C. E. -Stratton, of Long 
Point, has  a  field of oats which made  a 
yield of  35  bus per acre. Mr. Stratton 
sowed' ,  these oats with  a  drill, and 
after drilling, crushed limestone was 
applied at the rate of  2  tons per acre. 
Dr. J. A. Marshall had  a  field of oats 
south of Pontiac, which yielded  40  bu. 
per acre. These oats are of the finest 
quaity. They were grown  on  land 
which has been treated with rock 
phosphate. Mr. F. J. Noonan, of Odell, 
writes  as  follows: "The oats of this 
neighborhood  are  averaging about  30 
bu. per acre. I have  one  field of oats 
that made  30  1.m. per acre, which  I 
sowed before the heavy rains in the 
spring. After those rains,  I  sowed  85 
acres broadcast. These made 32 bus 
per acre. My last 10 acres was seeded 
with the drill, this sowing averaged 

'about 41 bu. per acre. The drilled 
oats seemed stronger all the way thru' 
and much more even.  I  sowed  one  bu. 
and 3 pecks with drill, and  2  bu. and  3 
pecks broadcast." Thus  it is seen  that 

Mr. Noonan not only got  a  very sub-
stantial increase in out production 
where the drill was used, but that he 
saved  1  hu. per acre in seed. 

There is  no  question but that the 

out yield of this county  can  be great-
ly increased by such methods  as  these 

producers have made  use  of. Prob-

ably  no  soil condition is  more  re-
sponsible for low yields of oats than 
the lack of organic matter. The rich 
black clay soils of the corn belt almost 
invariably give  a  low yield of oats. 
This is due to the lack of moisture. 
These black clay soils have never been 
favored with manure,  or  by the turn-
ing under of clover crops. As a result, 

s they have run very low  in  organic 

• matter and dry out when sowed to 

QUEER BATTLES IN HISTORY. 

At the battle of Monterey,  ix  the 
Mexican War, our troops were able to 
command the streets of the city with 
their artillery, but they experienced 
much difficulty in driving the Mexi-
icons from their houses. Accordingly, 

as  the city  was  built of stone  or 
adobe, the Americans broke through 
the walls from  one  house to another, 
fighting and driving the enemy  as 
they proceeded. Thus,  it  appears, the 

battle of Monterey  was  largely fought 

indoors. 
In the time of William the Silent, 

when the Netherlands were fighting 
the Spaniards,  a  number of Spanish 
vessels became frozen in  on  the Zuy-
der Zee. Out  came  the Dutch  on 
horsebaek  on  the ice to attack the 
Spaniards. This probably  is  the only 
battle of record wherein the cavalry 

was  employed directly against  a  naval 

force. 
There have been battles fought un-

derground. Cbiefest of these was the 
fierce encounter pertaining to the 
siege of Haarem in the Dutch wars 
The Spaniards mined and the Dutch 
countermined with equal industry 
and -below the ground  a  terrific  con 
flirt ensued. When, after the Com 

une, the Versailles troops took 
Paris, they chased certain of the Com-
munists forces to the great sewers of 
the French capital, and in these more 
than  one  sanguinary battle occurred. 

"Well, said  I,  "let's fire now.' So 
we fired, and before the smoke die-
appeared there  was a  rush of our  men 
to the breastworks. Excitedly they 
began firing, and in  a  few minutes 
the firing bad started all along the 
linen, from right to left. There  was 
great excitement. Some of the  men 
were whooping and yelling like Ind-
ians, hollering: "Give  it  to the John-
nies." 

Then the rebels started firing from 
their side, and all the forts  on  both 
sides began throwing shells into the 
air. It  was a  most beautiful display 
of fireworks. Lieut. Ide  ran  along 
behind the line, hollering at his  men 
to fire low. It  was  not very safe for 
a  person to poke hie [Genet above 
the breastworks and stay up very 
long. The boys would load  in  the 
trench, and then step up  on  the bench 
that was along the works and fire 
their guns, and then step down in the 
trench and load up again. 

I 	MUCH EXCITEMENT. 

ywas up  one  time to fire, when just 
as I  pulled the trigger something 
struck  me on  the head.  I  went down. 
I  must have been stunned for  a  while, 
for when  I came  to myself  I  was 
sprawled out  on  my face close up to 
the breastworks. My thinking  ap-
paratus was working very rapidly. 
Everything that happened In my  past 
life seemed to be passing .through my 
mind.  I  thought  it  was such  a  pity 
that  I  should have to die  so  young.  I 
was wondering how long it would be 
for  a  person in my condition to cease 
thinking. 

I  did not  seem  to be suffering very 
much pain, tho, and after awhile  I 
put up my hand to  see if I  could find 
the hole  or  any blood  or  brains that 
I  supposed was oozing out of my 
head. When  I  got my hand  on  the 

- sore place  I  found  I  had 'ben hit with 
a  piece of clay about half the size of 
a  hen's egg. 

When I found there was nothing 
e  wrong with me,  I  jumped up and 

e  commenced firing again.  I  loaded and 
, fired just  as  fast  as I  could, and the 
s first thing  I  knew  I  had fired all my 

e cartridges away, and then  I  had to go 
along the breastworks -begging cart- 

n ridges from anyone thet would give 
g them to me. The fellows were very 

y  stingy with them. Once In awhile 
,  some one  would hand  me  one, and  I 

d would load my gun and shoot, 

ICES LATEST. 

Tramp—Could I get  a piece  of 

bread and  a  cup of coffee, madam?  I 
haven't had  a  bite for three days. 

Housewife—Mercy! What have  you 
been living on, then? 

Tramp—I've ben licking the  steam 
from off the bakery windows—Ex. 

Renew your subscription for Ole paper. 

oats much more quickly than the ord-
inary upland soils which  are  very 
much lower to the necessary elements 
of plant food to produce  a  crop of oats, 
but which hold moisture better under 
these conditions. The oat crop re-
quires more water per pound of dry 
matter to make Its growth than any 
other common field crop. This crop 
requires 557 lbs. of water to produce 
one  pound of dry matter, the clover 
crop requires 433 lbs. of water to pro-
duce  one  pound of dry matter, while 
the corn crop requires only 272 lbs. 
of water to produce  one  pound of dry 

matter. 
It  is  observed throughout this coun-

ty, this season, that  some  of the very 
best oat crops have been produced  on 
soils where clover was turned under 
for corn two years ago. Clover for 
green manure and phosphorus are the 
most substantial means for bringing 
up the yield of oats in the  corn  belt. 

the 100th Pa. boys. Some  one of them 
yelled out that the rebels were  chop 
ping down the abatis, and the  firing 
was redoubled, with cries of "Give  It 
to them." The chopping they imag-
ined they heard  was  their own  bullets 
striking the poles that the  abatis was 
made of. 

RUBS IR  TILE REAR. 

Above the din someone cried  out 
that the rebs had broken thru  our 
lines and were firing  on us  from  the 
rear. 

Tim Dolan, of Co. F, had his bay-
onet fixed, and when be  saw  the  flash 
of  one  of the shots that  came from 
the rear be charged with the  bayonet, 
yelling: "Surrender, you blasted reb." 

Tim captured him and marched  the 
fellow  up  to the breastworks, and  he 
wanted to shoot him, when he  turned 
out  to  be  one  of the 100th -Pa. He 
had been in  a  rifle pit about three  or 
four rods in the rear of the breast-
works, and two of the shots be  fired 
went into the logs of the breastworks. 
It is  a  miracle to  me  that he did  not 
hit  some  one, for the  men  were quite 
thick along the breastworks. 

It was not long after that when  the 
order came to  cease  firing. It took 
some  little time to get things  quieted 
down. When the firing had  ceased 
there was  a  call for volunteers to  go 
out aong the picket Inc and  see if 

out along the picket - line and  see If 
any of the pickets were hurt. 

Nine of  us  went out along our part 
of the line. Not  a  picket  was  hurt. 
When the firing started the pickets 
lay down flat in the rifle pits. We 
did not find  a  single dead Johnny  In 
front of our works.  , 

Three  or  four years ago  I was  down 
East attending  one  of the National 
Reunions, and I met  a  couple of  the 
100th Pa. boys. They wanted to  know 
if  I  remembered the night  we  had the 
big demonstration in front of Peters-
burg.  I  told them that I did, and  I 
told them how Comrade Lowell and  I 
had started it 

I  have never  seen  anything  in print 
of the excitement and doings of  that 
night.  I  would like to hear  from 
Frank Lowell  or  anyone who remem-
bers it—Michael Dwyer, Co.  I  67th 
Mass., Hot Springs Soldiers Home. 

I  got tired of -begging, and  I  walk-

ed along up towards where the 100th 
Pa. was, and  I  fixed my bayonet.  I 
thought possibly  I  might get One of 
the Johnnies when they would  come 
jumping over the breastworks.  I 
stood still and listened. There was 
some  loud yelling going  on  among Renew  roar  subscription  foe  this  paper. 
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The New Ideal of a Distinguished Car 

H
ERE now is a car which typifies the 
ideals of the time. This streamline 
body—this long, sloping hood—this 
absence of angle at the dash—this 

low-hung chassis—these crowned fenders—this 
placing of extra tires so the hont doors are left 
clear—these things belong to the car of today. 

The consensus of the world's best opinion is 
that this type of ear marks the coming ideal car 
These are radical changes but they are coming as 
surely as foredoors came—and as suddenly. 

All the best foreign cars—English, French 
and German—will this year exhibit exclusively 
this new streamline body. And all men know 
that what they adopt in body design becomes 
the world-wide vogue. 

Our designers have added a hundred minor 
effects. They have Americanized—have Hud-
sonized—the type. So the car is distinctive. 
There will be no other just like it. But it 
embodies what we regard as the highest con-
ception of the modern trend in bodies. 

And we believe that every connoisseur will 
consider this new HUDSON Sir the hand-
somest car exhibited. 

Engineering Pauses 

We can claim in this car no great advance 
as regards fine engineering and no HUDSON  

owner expects it. Fine engineering has limits. 
For the past four years Howard E. Coffin and 
his able engineers have given their best to the 
HUDSON. Last year they brought Sixes 
pretty close to perfection. So close that the 
HUDSON Six jumped in one year into the 
foremost rank among Sixes. 

These men have worked out in this new-
model car a vast number of minor engineering 
improvements. They have added scores of new 
mechanical features—some of them quite im-
portant. But we never expect to build a 
much better chassis than we built in our last 
year's Six. 

This year's advances lie mainly in beauty, in 
comfort, in conveniences. in room. We have 
combined the best in lines, finish and equip-
ment with the best in engineering. We have 
succeeded in making the HUDSON Six the 
masterpiece it is. 

Now the Ideal Car 

We now feel that this HUDSON 54 offers the 
utmost in every wanted feature. It has the 
staunchness of steel Pullmans. It has the com-
fort of Turkish lounging chairs. It has the 
speed of express trains. It is free from all do• 
troubles which annoy the inexpert. 

No man knows how to build a car more 

handsome and impressive. No conveniences are 
absent, no modem features lacking. 

And all these things are here included in a 
Six 54, with seven-passenger body, at the record 
price of $2250 (f.o.b. Detroit, Michigan). 

The New Features 

These are among the  new features we bring 
out in this model. No mention is here made of 
the countless features in previous HUDSON 
models which we still retain- 

Seven -passenger body. 

135-inch wheelbase. 

Left side drive. Right hand control. 

36 x4!X-inch tires. 

Extra tires carried—as never before--ahead of 
the front door. This leaves both front 
doors clear. 

Four forward speedo. 

Pure streamline body. 

Low-hung body. 

No angles at the dash. 

Wide tonneau doors. 

Gasoline tank in dash. 

Electric self-cranking, with the rapid type of 
the Delco system built especially for this can 

Powerful electric lights with dimming attach-
ment for city driving. They also act as 
ordinance lights. 

Extra seats in tonneau fold into back of front 
seat, entirely out of the way. 

Jeweled magnetic speedometer in dash, with 
now concealed noiseless gear.. 

Every operation and control placed within 
reach of the driver's hand. Gasoline and oil 
control, lights and starter. 

Individual Yale lock and ignition control, 
prevents theft of car. 

Rain-vision windshield built as part of the oar. 

Genuine Pantasote top. CurtaMs that are 
carried in the top can be instantly ad-
justed. 

Electric horn—trunk rack—tire holders—
license carriers—everything. 

Come See It—Come Today 

Come to our showrooms and see this new 
achievement_ It is not merely an improved car 

—it's a real innovation. It will display to you 
all the best thought of the day in automobile 

designing. 
Come see it while its neth. 
Catalog on request. 

FERGUSON 0 NAFFZIGER, Distributors 
DWIGHT. ILL. 
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