
tag  with  death at excellent  odds, 
what  can  you expect?  It  is  a life 
that appeals to savage  instincts. 
It is  a  life that yields  him  more 
than he has ever known  before  or 
can ever expect to find  again. 
Naturally he is not going to  give  
up his gun and restore the  horse 
to its former owner if he  can help 
it. 
This corroborates what has  fre- 

quently been set forth  in  these col- 
umns. It is a riot of disorder  which 
is consuming the land. 

Yet  it  is apparent that the vast 
mass of the Mexican population  le 
preyed upon rather than preying.  The  
hulk of the ignorant and slothful  pop- 
ulation does not now what the  fighting 
is  about and asks only to be left  alone 
in its ignorance and sloth. 

In these conditions lies the  one 
hope.  Let some man get control  who 
is big enough to put down disorder 
and  the  vast mass of the people will  
go  with the  tide and not raise a  hand 
in protest. 

If in the end  the  United States 
finds it  necessary  to intervene it will 
not be necessary to conquer  the Mex- 
ican  people.  They will gladly accept 
any  rule  that  assures  them safety  of 
life and  property. 
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A fine building lot for sale at a bargain on one of 
the principal residence streets of Dwight. This lot 
is very well located and any person expecting to 
build this spring ought to investigate it. 

FRANK L SMITH, Land Man 
"IF YOU  DEAL WITH ME  YOU  OET RESULTS" 

obi „*-tar anal *tab). President Huerta and he immediately 
apologized and said the arrest was a 
mistake or an incompetent officer, and 
ordered him punished. Huerta did 
not think it necessary to publicly sa- 
lute the flag under such circumstances 
and did not order it done. It does 
seem that the flag has been disgraced 
by other acts in Mexico a thousand 
times more than this act would indi- 
cate. Indeed this looks like a big 
bluff besides some  of  the insults to 
this  country. An incompetent  officer 
makes an arrest, and  release  comes 
almost immediately, and  half the  naval 
force is  ordered out. American citi- 
zens have been  murdered  and robbed 
time without number and hardly any 
notice taken of it. It  looks  like an ex- 
cuse for a big lot  of  first page stuff 
to gain a little  notoriety.  We may be 
mistaken but we don't believe this 
mote will amount  to anything  any 
more than to demonstrate that our 
country  has  a  navy.  If the  United 
States is going to  declare  war let  her 
go  there with at  least  200,000  well 
trained soldiers  and  do the job  quick- 
ly and well  and take possession of the 
country  until  the cutthroats get sense 
enough  to  govern it.  or  else  drive 
them  out of the country  and  take pos- 
session of it.  It  won't be  long  before 
the United  States will need more ter- 
ritory. Every  patriotic citizen feels 
that  he  should stand  by the  country, 
right  or  wrong, but  it  is quite evident 
that outside  of  the newspapers  and 
the  military  of the country, there  is 
less excitement than at any time  when 
war with a great nation has  been 
spoken of. The people,  as  a  man, 
will  stand  by their country and  the 
President, but many of them are  do- 
ing it with a feeling that they have 
when they see a big man thrash  a 
bad  boy  for throwing  a  snow ball  or 
faking an  apple  or  a  watermelon. 
Mexico has, practically,  no  navy,  and 
if one of our great fighting crafts 
-would  happen  to brush against it  or 
fire one shot, the Mexican navy would 
be  no  more. Let's do it right or keep 
hands off. There is  no  use of this 
country spending millions unless they 
accomplish something besides making 
poor, old boozy  Fluerta  apologize or 
salute the flag. 
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Mr. Bryan s and some of the followers 
of President Wilson are taking a poll 
of the delegates to the Baltimore con- 
vention to see how they stand on the 
Panama toll question. Of course most 
of  them are for the repeal. Why? 
They axe candidates for appointments. 
The poll is like the Tribune poll— al 
ways the way the Tribune wants it or 
they don't publish it. 
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The question of local policy  regard- 
ing saloons was settled  here two 
weeks ago Tuesday, and the question 
of electing a ticket representing eith- 
er  faction  has both  been  settled on  the 
side of anti-license, with the excep- 
tion  of  one  trustee.  It  cuts  no figure 
by how  much  majority or by whose 
vote  these results were  obtained, the 
results  reflect  the  opinion of  a major- 
ity  of  the legal voters, and  a  majority 
rules  in this  country.  There is  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about the suffrage 
bill  passed at  Springfield,  and signed 
by Governor  Dunne,  being declared 
unconstitutional. From  the opinions 
of  some  of the best constitutional 
lawyers  in the  state  the law is  all 
right, and  quite a number  thought 
that if the  state supreme court was 
going  to declare the law invalid it 
would  have done so before any of the 
recent elections were held. That the 
court would not have allowed any 
such mix-up, if they intended to de- 
clare it unconstitutional. This looks 
very reasonable. Undoubtedly there 
will be criticisms of the law and rec- 
ommendations for improvements, but 
we believe, that the law. as  a  whole, 
will be held constitutional. This is 
the only real  ground  for hope for the 
"wet" people and that is  a  slim one, 
There are all kinds of reports  in  cir- 
culation about what the "wet" people 
are going to do, but we believe they 
are going to accept the result,  and 
abide by the wishes of the majority of 
the voters. Of course the board of 
trustees is really for license, but above 
that we believe they  stand  for obeying 
the law,  no matter whether  they like 
it  or  not. It  is the right thing  to  do. 
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That  reminds  us  that  the bill to jail 
tango dancers  failed of passage  in 
Massachusetts.  There  are  some who 
try it who ought to be  locked up .  

• •  • • 
That Secretary  McAdoo has  a r e  

deeming feature which  should not be 
overlooked.  He  looks  like Connie 
Mack,  the great  Philadelphia  ball 
manager. Such is fame. 

• •  • • 
That canal  tolls, gunmen,  Villa  and 

Huerta and all such are  now  in  the 
shade.  Ty  Cobb and the  ball players 
are first page stuff now. 

• •  •  • 
That the Federal  League  opened 

at Baltimore between  that club  and 
Buffalo, and there were  30,000 people 
present. Not  so  bad for  "outlaws." • •  •  • 

That  it  is  a  good time  to clean  your 
lawn,  put up your  screens and stop 
talking  "wet" and "dry." • •  • • 

That it  seems  to be  hard to give  up 
but if the saloon keepers  ever  expect 
to have another show,  they will close 
up and obey the wishes  of the  people. 
Even their best friends  are  condemn- 
ing them  for threatening to  run any 
way. 
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The ordering  of  the Atlantic fleet  to 
Tampico,  Mexico,  was  a  surprise.  A 
few days ago  some  U.  S.  sailors were 
ordered to Tampico to procure  sup- 
plies, and while there were arrested. 
They were released in  a  few  minutes. 
Admiral  Mayo  ordered that the Mexi- 
cans apologize, and  that the officer 
ordering the arrest be punished, and 
that the  Stars  and  Stripes  be publicly 

I  saluted. The matter was reported to 

THE TOLL QUESTION. 

Speaker Champ Clark,  of Missouri, 
carried  Illinois for the  Democratic 
nomination for president, and only  for 
the two-thirds  rule  would have been 
president today. At one time he  had 
a  majority in the Baltimore conven- 
tion. 'Speaker Clark is  one  of the  old 
school  politicians,  and  a man beloved 
by those close to him, regardless  of 
his  political  views. He  is  surely  a 
red-blooded,  patriotic, American  citi- 
zen,  as shown by his  recent  speech on 

Mexico City the  war  has  not  had 
very much effect  on  business. But 
surface indications  are  deceptive, 
and when one has gone about for 
a time and made the acquaint- 
ance of some of the substantial 
men of the city he learns that  in 
spite of the calm, the quiet, the 
seeming gayety of this beautiful 
city it  is  full of tragedies. Every- 
where the story  is  the same. Trade 
has fallen off until there are few 
firms  that can  meet their  ex- 

penses, even  though  expenses  have 
been cut  to  the  last possible  cent. 
Business is  bad, factories are run- 
ning on part time, currency is 
scarce,  the rate of exchange is ab- 
surdly  high  and the pinch of hun- 
ger  is  beginning to be  felt  by the 
working classes. 

In the outlying country,  he says,  the 
situation is infinitely worse. 	The 
greater part of  the  country is overrun 
by  bandits. They term  themselves rev- 
olutionists,  but as a matter of fact 
they are  under arms, for  the  most 
part, for  the sake of loot. Only in 
the north  is  there  any  semblance of 
organization. 	Even the Zapatistas, 
who claim  to  be  fighting for a more 
or  less  definite  economic  principle— 
the division of  the land among the 
poorer classes—have no real organi- 
zation. Today the Zapatista carries 
his gun  and  is a patriot  while he  robs 
a  village  and  ravishes its women  To- 
morrow his  gun  is buried  in a  secret 
place and he is merely  a  peon, stolid- 
ly going about his work in the  fields. 

A thousand towns  in a  dozen states 
live  in  mortal fear of the revolution- 
ists. Hundreds of towns have been 
sacked.  From almost  within sight of 
Chapultenec castle  come  stories of 
crime that cannot be told  in  the print- 
ed page  in all of  their details.  In 
Mexico  things are being  done  in  this 
twentieth century  that  rival the worst 
deeds of warfare in the Dark Ages. 

It  is no  war under the rules of the 
game that is 'being carried  on  in Mex- 
ico. 	It is  sheer barbarity. It is a 
struggle that consumes the land 
where it is fought. It  is  founded upon 
license to rob,  to  kill, to outrage. 
Towns are robbed  and  burned, ranches 
destroyed,  railroads  torn  up,  bridges 
burned, telegraph lines cut, horses 
and cattle driven  away—all in  the 
cause of "constitutional government." 
He adds: 

When  a man who  has worked 
all his life in the  cotton  field,  or 
on  the  sugar plantation,  for  50 
cents  a day, and has had to keep 
a  wife  and  family  on that sum, 
finds himself on a horse, with a 
gun in  his  hands, and the liberty 
to  take  whatever  he  fancies;  with 
wife  and family  left  behind, with 
no responsibilities except to play 

Read  this paper  over  carefully  and 
see if  it does not  merit  your  subscrip- 
tion. 

"THE  PITIFUL  LAND  OF 

Says  F.  J. Splitstone, spe 
sentative of Leslie's,  in an 
titled  "The  Pitiful  Land  of 
the fourth of  a  series,  says 
Ocean: 
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