
"Travel to be enjoyable must be 
restful, and at this season of the year  
wilether your trip takes you East 

 or 
West break its monotony, either at 
Cleveland or Buffalo, by a  refreshing 
night's trip across Lake Erie on a 
veritable floating hotel with every  
convenience for comfort and enjoy. 
merit. C. & B. Line steamers leave  
either city even-  evening and arrive 
early the next morning. The fame of 
the Great Ship "Seeandbee" which 
was added to this splendid fleet last 
season is attracting to the route 

 a 
vast number of travelers to enjoy the 
aelightful lake trip and ,at the same 
time, inspect her magnificent interior 
decorations, wonderful illuminating 
system. and other interesting features. 
The "Seeandbee" is the largest  and 
most costly passenger steamer on in- 
land waters of the world; length 500 
feet, breadth 9S feet 6 inches, 510 
staterooms and parlors accommodat- 
ing 1500 passengers, equalling In 
sleeping capacity the largest hotels of 
the country, and she can carry 6,000 
people, the population of a good  sized 
town. The fares for this trip are  less 
than by rail, and also any  railroad 
tickets reading between Cleveland  and 
Buffalo are accepted for transporta- 
tion on C. S: B. Line Steamers.• —Adv. 

Card of Thanks. 
We wish  to express our  thanks and 

warm appreciation to our  friends and 
neighbors for their sympathy  and as- 
sistance at the time of the death  and 
funeral of our little son. 

OLAF CARLSON AND  FAM/1T 
I 

• 

DO IT NOW!1 
YESTERDAY IS PAST 

TO-DAY IS HERE 
TOMORROW HAS NOT COME 

Should you want to purchase Illinois or Iowa Lands 

Do It Now---To-day 
Values are cheaper to-day than they will be tomorrow. Others are reaping the 

harvest---Why Not YOU? 
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That the weather is good for 
 some. thing—corn in the  ear or shell,  but not in liquid form. 

• • • • 
That a man recently went to a  pea  

son to get a bill rolteeted,  but  was  
turned down as usual. The collector 
said: "Look 'here, I'm mighty tired 

 of this everlasting waiting." "Tired, 
 dtd  

you say, take a chair, please." 
• • • • 

That an Irish farmer 'west of town 
was asked if he had any use for come 
mercial fertilizer. "No sir." said 
farmer, "the old barnyard kind is 
good enough for me" "The time is 
coming," says the salesman, "wh en  
the farmer can carry the fertilizer 
for an acre of ground in one of his 
pockets." "alaybe it will, sir," says 
Pat, "but the farmer will be able 

 to carry the crop in another pocket." 
• • • • 

That a certain small boy was 
ing on his drum when his mother 
says: "Bobbie you must put the  drum 
away because it's Sunday." The 

 little 
fellow says: "Well, it will be all right 
if I play sacred music, won't  it?" 

states are improving their roads; Now 
York has just improved her highways 
to the extent of fifty-live million dol- 
lars, and California has a complete 
system of paved roads from one end of 
the state to the other, along the Pa- 
cific coast, and soon there will he such 
roads extending on through Oregon 
and Washington. Good road conven- 
tions are being held all over the coun- 
try: there is a strong sentiment 
throughout the country in favor of a 
national highway being built, at gov- 
ernment expense, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. Good roads are coming, 
Richard, no mistake about that. 

Richard : I don't know about that; 
it would bankrupt all of us to build 
good roads in Livingston 'county, espe- 
cia'ly the farmers—they simply could 
not afford it; it is impossible; just 
think what it would cost, and the 
farmers would have to bear the great- 
er burden of it. 

John: Oh, I don't think so, it isn't 
quite so bad as that, 

a
Richard. I won- 

der how much we are spending on 
our roads, now, and how much it 
would cost to make some good roads. 

Richard: We spend enough as it is, 
and I am sure we do not get the 
worth of our money, as our roads are 
certainly the worst ever during Jan- 
uary, February and March. You can't 
haul anything over them, no chance to 
haul anything to market when you 
have plenty of time on your hands and 
prices are good. I don't know how 
much we spend; I have no time to in- 
vestigate tax matters; all I know is 
that they are too high. 

John: Do you know how many 
miles of roads there are in Livingston 
county? 

Richard: No, I have no idea. 
John: Our State Highway Commis- 

sion reports that there are something 
over two thousand miles of roads in 
Livingston county. 

Richard: Is that so. I did not sup- 
pose that we had so many as that. 

John: How much do you suppose 
we spent on our roads in this county 
last year? 

Richard: I can't say, possibly fifty- 
thousand dollars, not over that. 

John: Yes, and then some. Last 
year we spent over ninety-five thou- 
sand dollars on our roads in this coun- 
ty and this year we will spend over 
one hundred and thirty thousand dol- 
lars. This amount was not county tax, 
but road tax in the various townships 
of the county. 

Richard: You don't mean it; why 
that averages over sixty-four dollars 
per mile for each road in the county; 
our roads certainly don't look as 
though they ought to cost that much; 
they are not worth it. 

John: That is the truth, neverthe- 
less, and the amount can be easily 

Entered at the Postollice. Dwight, Ill., 
as second-class mail matter, under act 
of Congress, July 16th, 1894. 	 • 

Your Honor Mr. Brady, the state 
auditor of Illinois, is a product of the 
primary law supported by the Chica- 
go papers. The said Chicago newspa- 
pers succeeded in 'buffaloing" the leg- 
islators into voting ifor it and also in 
making the voters think they are min- 
ing everything. The voter does not 
know half the men whose names are 
on the ticket and they vote haphazard, 
and Chicago gets nearly the whole 
ticket. When the country voter be- 
lieves the country press, there will 
not be any more such fool laws. 

p 
GOOD  ROADS. 

The  Following Discussion Brings Out 
Facts Worth Knowing by All 

Residents. 

The following article should be read 
by every tax payer in Livingston and 
also all counties. 	It matters not 
whether the "discussion" ever took 
place or not, it contains facts which 
prove beyond contradiction that good 
roads are cheaper in the end and a 
thousand times more valuable than 
the present manner of spending the 
peoples' money. It also proves that 
the farmer would have to pay less 
than fifty per cent of the cost of per- 
manent roads if bonds were voted. 
Read  it: 

A  DISCUSSION. 

On the question of roads in Livings- 
ton county, between two representa- 
tive tax payers, Mr. John Glad and 
Mr. Richard Blue. 

John: Good morning, Richard; I 
have just returned from a visit with 
my brother in Indiana, and I was cer- 
tainly very much impressed and 
pleased with the good roads they have 
in that state. You can go almost any 
where at any time in the year, and 
have good roads all the time 

Richard: Yes, I have been over 
some of those roads and they certainly 
are fine and I wish we had some as 
good in Illinois, but it seems to be 
impossible, so we will have to be con- 
tent to wade the mud or stay at home 
about four months in the year. 

John: It does seem so, but other 

verified by the tax re( ords in the of- 
fice of our county clerk, 

Richard: I certainly would not have 
believed that we were spending an 
average of over sixty-four dollars per 
mile per year on our Livingston coun- 
ty roads. 

John: Nevertheless, it is a fact. 
Richard : Why, it would be cheaper 

and better policy, It seems to me, If 
that is the case, to build some perma- 
nent roads. 

John: 1 believe it would be good 
business economy. Do you have any 
idea how much we 'have spent on our 
roads in this county in the last twelve 
years? 

Richard: No of course, I can't even 
guess. I never bother myself with tax 
matters, except to pay my taxes; that 
gives me plenty of bother. 

John: Well, the records show that 
we  •  have spent more than one million 
two hundred thousand dollars on our 
roads in this county in the last twelve 
years. 

Richard: That seems impossible. 
There must be some mistake. 

John: The records in the county 
clerk's office and the state auditor's 
report will easily prove it to be cor- 
rect. 

Richard: I believe I had better take 
more interest in our road tax matters. 

John: Do you know how many 
miles of permanent roads it would 
take to connect every town in the 
county? 

Richard: No, I never thought of it, 
but I know one thing, and that is, it 
is an impossibility from a practical 
standpoint. 

John: One hundred seventy-five 
miles of roads would do it, and I don't 
believe it is impossible either. nor im- 
practicable. 

Richard: Man, you must be crazy! 
Please tell me how you think it could 
be done. 

John: Issue bonds and build the 
permanent roads now, so that ice can 
have the use of them while tee live. 

Richard: Yes, but that would tax 
us into bankruptcy. 

John: We could issue a million and 
a half dollars in bonds, and build all 
of these roads at once, and pay off the 
bonds and interest in twenty years 
and not necessarily raise the county 
tax rate as it is now fixed by law. And 
that would be outside of our ordinary 
road taxes too, so that the townships 
could cut down very materially, our 
road taxes and still have enough 
money to keep up our other roads. 

Richard: I don't believe it. I am 
from Missouri. I will have to be 
shown. Let's see your figures. 

John  :  Do you know what rate of 
tax the county board is allowed to 
levy under the present law? 

Richard: Of course not; I am not a 
lawyer. 

John: Neither am I, but our county 
clerk tells me that, under the law as 
it now stands, the county board can 
levy seventy-five cents on each one 
hundred dollars assessed value of 
property in the county. 

Richard: How much money will 
that produce? 

John: The assessed value of the 
property in this county at this time is 
about thirty million dollars, and tax 
rate of seventy-five cents on the one 
hundred dollars will therefore produce 
nearly two hundred sixty-three thou- 
sand dollars per year. 

Richard: I never knew that before. 
Well, even at that, has the county any 
other income, and how much does it 
cost to run the ordinary affairs and 
expenses of the county? There's the 
rub. 

John: The county would have an 
income, over and above the expenses, 
of something over one hundred sev- 
enty-nine thousand dollars. 

Richard: Is that the truth? 
John : The records of the county 

will show it. 

Richard: Even at that, one hun- 
dred seventy-nine thousand dollars 
surplus, would not take care of a mil- 
lion and a half dollars in bonds. 

John: Yes, It would. Just figure a 
minute and see. 

Richard: I never did like to figure. 
Let me see your figures. 

John : Well, suppose we figure five 
per cent on the bonds; I believe they 
can be easily sold with that rate of 
interest, or even less, but at five per 
cent, the interest would be seventy-five 
thousand dollars, the first year, and 
we could pay on the bonds in twenty 
years at seventy-five thousand dollars 
per year on the principal, thus reduc- 
ing the interest thirty-seven 'hundred 
and fifty dollars each year. The first 
year then the interest would be seven- 
ty-five thousand dollars, and the prin- 
cipal of the bonds, due that year, sev- 
enty-five thousand dollars. making a 
total of one hundred fifty thousand 
dollars for the first and most expelt- 
sive year. Now you can see this is 
within the estimate. 

Richard: The amount, I see,  would 
get less each year. What is the aver- 
age for the twenty years? 

John : The average annual amount 
necessary to pay the bonds and inter- 
est would be one hundred fourteen 
thousand, three hundred and seventy- 
five dollars each year, leaving a bal- 
ance of twenty-nine thousand dollars 
over and above the ordinary expenses 
of the county for emergencies. 

Richard: Why, you surprise me; 
that don't sound so bad does it. 
never would 'have believed it. Accord- 
ing to those figures we could build 

permanent roads connecting  every 
town in the county, at once, and not 
hurt anybody, and such roads as would 
be good for fifty years. 

John: That's the idea exactly. 
Richard: Yes, but you forget that 

the farmers would have to carry near- 
ly all the burden of this tax. 

John: Did you ever make an esti- 
mate of what proportion of the taxes 
of this county is paid by the farm 
lands, and what proportion is paid by 
the cities, railroads and other corpo- 
rations? 	 • 

Richard: No; I never did, but the 
farmers pay at least eighty per cent 
of all of it. 

John : That's a bad guess. Right 
there you are mistaken. The farm 
lands pay less than one-half of the 
taxes. The records prove it. Pontiac 
township, alone, pays almost eleven 
per cent of all the taxes in the county, 
and would therefore pay nearly eleven 
per cent of these bonds and interest, 
while at the same time it already has 
a good portion of its roads improved 
at its own expense. 

Richard: I certainly had never 
thought of it in that light That looks 
some better. How much would that 
tax average per acre each year? 

John: The average cost on farm 
lands in the county, per acre, to pay 
off the bonds and interest, would be 
11c per year. 

Richard: If that is true. you are 
not so crazy after all. I'm for it. I 
certainly would be willing to pay 
eleven cents an acre, each year, on my 
land, to have permanent hard roads 
all over the county, into every com- 
munity, so we could go where we 
pleased, when we pleased, at any time 
in the year. I feel sure that such a 
proposition would carry at an election 
in our neighborhood. When do they 
expect to vote on it? 

John: I don't know whether they 
will ever vote on it or not, but we 
could vote on it in November, 1914, if 
we could get the board of supervisors 
to call the election. 

Richard: Well, count on me I 
will see our supervisor right away and 
ask him to favor it. 

John: There is another advantage 
that I have not spoken of before, be- 
sides we are receiving yearly between 
fifteen and twenty thousand dollars 
from the state and I feel sure it can 
be so arranged that the State High- 
way Commission will take all these 
roads off our hands as soon as they 
are built, and thereafter keep them in 
repair at state expense, thus relieving 
the county of the expense of the up- 
keep of these roads. 

Richard: The whole proposition 
looks like good sense and good busi- 
ness to me I am for it. I must be 
going. Good day. 

I 

• 

TELEPHONE NO. 8 Law, Loans, Lands and Insurance 
DWIGHT, ILLINOIS 

I LAN 


	Page 1

